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Dear

The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken our world and health systems and has had a major impact on people
living with other diseases, especially cancer. We recognize that this impact goes well beyond cancer
screening and care; however, we do want to raise some of the issues we have observed in our community.

Prior to the pandemic, death rates in some types of cancer had started to stabilise or even decrease as
patients took a more active role in primary and secondary prevention and their own care, while cancer
services improved and more treatments became available.*> The COVID-19 pandemic has severely
disrupted cancer detection and care services globally®: 2020 saw an approximately 40 per cent drop in
diagnoses of cancer®. A recent study published in the BMJ journal demonstrated that delays to treatment
can have a detrimental effect.”

We recognise that healthcare systems are under unprecedented pressure due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and that the global crisis has not ended yet, but the data show us that we need to take action to actively
address the issues in cancer care if we are to continue improving outcomes.

We, cancer-focused organisations, are ready to support governments in the effort to help cancer patients
globally. To improve the situation for cancer patients, governments should:

1) Ensure that patients can access diagnosis and treatment safely

Health systems should design COVID-secure pathways so that services for cancer patients can
remain open and, where possible, provide alternative treatment modalities, such as home
chemotherapy if both the treating provider and patient agree to help shield patients. Health
authorities should communicate the range of actions that have been taken to allay patients’ fears
about COVID-19 and their condition, including appropriate measures to tackle cancer-related
complications, such as cancer-associated thrombosis, cardiovascular diseases, mental health,
pain, malnutrition and more.! Screening, assessment programmes and other means of diagnosing
cancer early must also be restored and supported, as well as efforts to raise awareness of these
programmes.

2) Identify the impact of the pandemic on cancer services and design services to mitigate this
This means collecting and analysing data on the patients who were not diagnosed in 2020,
modelling the likely additional demand for services due to missed diagnoses and appointments.
In addition, it means investing in the workforce and physical capacity to meet this need, given the
likely increase in the number of patients diagnosed at a late stage. We already have some analysed
data available and we are willing to provide you with all relevant documentations.

3) Resource cancer services properly and safely for the long term
Patients must be at the centre as action is taken to rebuild and improve cancer services. This
means efforts to increase multi-disciplinary care, to treat cancer and related symptoms (as
described above). Early diagnosis of cancer needs to be accelerated and the uptake of innovation
in cancer care and treatment must happen at pace and scale to overcome the setbacks to progress
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experienced in 2020. Every effort should be made to ensure that cancer services are not disrupted
by any future austerity measures, recognizing that spending on cancer has been stable for
decades.” Moreover, the potential effects of COVID-19 on cancer care could be long term and not
only be limited to this year/during the pandemic due to upstaging and workforce resiliency. We
are ready to collaborate with you to uplift the cancer care in your country with our resources and
expertise.

Today, we want all governments to make a difference by saying:
“I am committed, and | will invest in prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of cancer.”

We, the signatories of this letter, are expressing an interest to collaborate with governments to improve
the situation of cancer patients.

Signed
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Suzette Kox

Secretary General
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Executive Director
International Kidney Cancer
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Serdar Erdogan
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International Myeloma Foundation
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Matthew Obinna Nwaneri, MD,
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President

lowa Oncology Society
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Director Global Public Affairs and
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Advocacy Officer
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Co Founder of the ISGOPPI
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Dr. Sami Khatib
President of the Society
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Founder
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Rose Woodward
Founder and CEO
Kidney Cancer Support Network
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Chief Operating Officer
Kidney Cancer UK
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Bryan Lewis
President
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Martin H. Bluth, MD, PhD
Global Medical Director
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Mai Nielsen
Chairman
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Chair

Latin American Cooperative
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Xavier Bertin
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Cindy Price Gavin

Founding Executive Director
Let’s Win! Pancreatic Cancer
Foundation
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Pancreatic Cancer

Norman Scherzer
Executive Director
Life Raft Group
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Willem Verstraete
President
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Andrea Ferris
President and CEO
LUNGevity Foundation

LUNGEVITY

Linda Tantawi
CEO
Lustgarten Foundation
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Elke Stienissen

President
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Lymphoma Patient Association
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Baldzs Rozvanyi

President

Magyar Rakellenes Liga -
Hungarian League Against Cancer
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Professor René Leemans
Make Sense Campaign Chair
Make Sense Campaign

MAKESENSECAMPAIGN

Cheri Lynn Ambrose
President / Co-founder
Peggy Miller

Director
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Anthony Rossi
President

Malta Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Group
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Gertrude A. Buttigieg
Chairperson
Malta Health Network
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Eva Schumacher-Wulf
Editor-in-chief
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CEO
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Kate O’Regan

Communications & Stakeholder
Relations Senior Manager
Medicines for Europe
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Vice-President, Government
Affairs & Policy EU

Merck
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Executive Director
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Foundation
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Vasile lanovici
Vice-president
MIELOPRO

Mira Armour

Co-founder and Executive Director
MijelomCRO Croatian Myeloma
Patients Network
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Udruga za podrku obaljelima od mutiplog mijeloma

Samith Kochuparambil, MD
President

Minnesota Society of Clinical
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President
Missouri Oncology Society
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Jack Hensold, MD
President
Montana State Oncology Society
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President
Mouth Cancer Foundation
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Natasha Kammi
President
Mykos Cancer Association

Mariella Agius

Executive Secretary

National Alliance for Rare Diseases
Support - Malta

National Alliance
for Rare Diseases Support
MALTA

George Sultana
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National Association of
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National Comprehensive Cancer
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President
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President

New Mexico Society of Clinical
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President
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Chair
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secretary of association
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Runcie C. W. Chidebe
Executive Director
Project PINK BLUE
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Project PINK BLUE

Dino Verrelli
Founder & CEO
Project Purple
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Susan Oliver

Chair & Trustee
Pseudomyxoma Survivor

Svetlana Samardzic
President
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Jida El Hajjar
VP
Quebec Breast cancer foundation

Fondation
cancer du sein
du Québec

Cathy Hirsch
President
Reach to Recovery International
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Adrian Pogacian
Chairman
ReThinking Europe
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Gian Luca Baiocchi
Professor
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RICERCHIAMO

Sanja Njegic and Michael
Oberreiter

Global Head of Patient Partnership
and Global Head of Access
Management

Roche

Alan Miller, MD, PhD (as of
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President

Rocky Mountain Oncology Society

AMOS

Dan Zaharescu

Executive Director
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International Medicines
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President / Director of
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Russian Association of Oncological
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Chief Executive Officer
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Salt Lake City Medical Center
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Adela Ayensa Alonso
General Director
Salvati A.C.
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Izlen Toker, Rebecca Guntern
Head, Patient Communications
and Advocacy ; Head, Region
Europe

Sandoz
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Robin Cohen

CEO

Sandy Rollman Ovarian Cancer
Foundation
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Head Global Oncology
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Savo Pilipovic
President of Association
Serbian Association of Patients
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Mary Dean

Executive Director

Society for Immunotherapy of
Cancer (SITC)

Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer

Gene Saylors, MD
President
South Carolina Oncology Society

Monika Puchowska
Member of the Board
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Ljiljana Vukota
General secretary
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Peter Lakwijk
Chair
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Ken Mastris
Chairman
TACKLE PROSTATE CANCER
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Stephen M. Schleicher, MD, MBA
President

Tennessee Oncology Practice
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Practice Society

Erick Tyssier

Head of Government Affairs
Europe

Teva Pharmaceuticals Europe
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Debra Patt, MD, PhD, MBA
President
Texas Society of Clinical Oncology
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Mahesh Seetharam, MD, FACP
President
The Arizona Society of Clinical
Oncology
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The Arizona
Clinical Oncology Society

Nicolas Philippou

CEO

The Cyprus Association of Cancer
Patients and Friends (PASYKAF)

Maria Buti

EU Policy Councillor

the European Association for the
Study of the Liver

EASL

The Home of Hepatology

Nadine Prévost

Director, Community Services
The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society of Canada
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Pat Garcia-Gonzalez
CEO
The Max Foundation
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James Arthur Caldwell

Director

The Northern Ireland Rare Disease
Partnership

NORTHERN IRELAND
RARE DISEASE
PARTNERSHIP

A. Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Salama, MD,
PhD

Director of the Oncofertility
Consortium

The Oncofertility Consortium
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Coordinator
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Peter Lakwijk
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MEP Frances Fitzgerald
Chair of Transforming Breast
Cancer Together (TBCT)
Transforming Breast Cancer
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Gertrude Nakigudde

CEO

Uganda Women'’s Cancer Support
Organisation

Sonali Johnson

Head, Knowledge, Advocacy and
Policy

Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC)
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global cancer control

Vandana Gupta
Founder & Trustee
V Care Foundation
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Support and Hope for those fouched by cancer
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Van association to fight breast
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Maria Eugenia Aponte-Rueda
President
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Dr. Ingrid Resch

Chairman of the board
Verein zur Foerderung der
Senologie/Brustkrebs. e. V.

»zebra«

Zentrum fur Brustgesundheit unc
Brustkrebsangelegenheiten

Han Steutel
President
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Chandra Clark
Executive Director
VHL Alliance
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Richard Ingram, MD
President

Virginia Association of
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Beate Bartes
President
Vivre sans Thyroide

President
West Virginia Oncology Society

Dr. Vladimir Lazar

Chief Scientific and Operating
Officer

WIN Consortium
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Worldwide innovative networking
in personalized cancer medicine

Benjamin M. Parsons, DO
President

Wisconsin Association of
Hematology & Oncology
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Silvia Novello

President

Women Against Lung Cancer
in Europe
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Cancer in Europe

Assia Konsoulova
Chair
Women for oncology - Bulgaria
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Prof.ssa Rossana Berardi
President
Women for oncology - Italy

Barbara Wilson
Founder & Director
Working With Cancer
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Executive Director
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Clara MacKay
CEO
World Ovarian Cancer Coalition
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Dr Stephen Connor

Executive Director

Worldwide Hospice Palliative Care
Alliance
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Olakekan Ajayi, PharmD, MBA
President
Wyoming State Oncology Society
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Salih Yuce
Chairman
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