
Welcome to the ECPC Newsletter! Here you will find an overview of the latest
information from the EU cancer patient community, recent policy
developments, upcoming events, and other exciting opportunities. Check
it out 👇

Forward this newsletter

📲 If someone forwarded this newsletter to you, you can subscribe here

On the occasion of the World Health Day, 7th April 2021, we launched a Joint letter on
COVID-19 and cancer. More than 290 international, national and regional cancer
organisations around the globe including the European Cancer Patient Coalition
(ECPC), the Association of Community Cancer Centers (ACCC), the Union for
International Cancer Control (UICC) and the European Cancer Organisation (E.C.O)

Launch event: Joint letter on COVID-19 and cancer

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://us9.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=dd2299bd50502b638421e676e&id=a22c76462f&e=[UNIQID]
http://us9.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=dd2299bd50502b638421e676e&id=a22c76462f&e=[UNIQID]
https://ecpc.us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dd2299bd50502b638421e676e&id=35077dc183
https://ecpc.org/news-events/press-release-joint-letter-on-covid-19-and-cancer/
https://ecpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Joint-letter-on-COVID19-and-cancer.pdf
https://ecpc.org/news-events/press-release-joint-letter-on-covid-19-and-cancer/
http://eepurl.com/cYhPfb
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=dd2299bd50502b638421e676e&id=35077dc183
javascript:;


supported the initiative. 

 

The global campaign aims at bringing together relevant stakeholders and demand from

governments to make a difference by stating  “I am committed, and I will invest in
prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of cancer.” The Joint letter remains open

until 21st April 2021 for further endorsements of any relevant stakeholders including

patient associations, academia, research organisations or industry. The initiative can be
supported through this link. 
 

We would like to prepare a campaign with video messages of our members and ask

them to share with us their stories as well as the obstacles they experienced in connection

with surviving cancer. 
 

Would you like to share your story with us? Tell us about the psychological challenges
and social obstacles you suffered during your cancer pathway, such as the moment in

which you returned to work, infertility problems,  fear of recurrence or financial toxicities

due to cancer. 

 

We would be interested to hear you also about whether you suffered the consequences
of COVID-19 as a cancer survivor and how it is impacting your life. We would like to listen

from you! Contact us!

Call for members: On the occasion of the EU Survivorship Day... tell
us your story!

ECPC starts an External Strategic Advisory to address members and
stakeholders needs
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ECPC has started an External Strategy Advisory to provide our board with strategic
recommendations on ECPC's governance and role in Europe to assess and develop

ECPC added value for our members and the entire cancer community.

 

The ultimate aim of this action is to determine how ECPC can better respond to internal
and external stakeholders' needs as the largest cancer patient umbrella organisation in

Europe. We will contact you to hear your opinion, please stay tuned. 

To mark Colon Cancer Awareness month, the Joint Research Centre (JRC) is launching

the European Commission Initiative on Colorectal Cancer (ECICC) with the aim of

developing evidence-based guidelines and a quality assurance scheme covering the entire

care pathway. 

 

The JRC is hereby calling for clinical, scientific and technical experts in areas related to

the initiative, as well as for patients and/or caregivers, to be appointed as members of the

ECICC working group. A group representing organisations or entities with particular

interest in the activities of ECICC will be formed after the establishment of the ECICC

working group. The JRC will seek feedback of this stakeholder representatives group as

and when needed. 

Call for experts on Colorectal Cancer
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Application deadline: 14 April 2021. For more information and how to apply: 

Visit this website

Stop Cancer at Work Campaign calls on the European Commission to work with the

Parliament and Council to legislate now to prevent workplace cancer. The European

Parliament voted on 25 March to support the Stop Cancer at Work campaign’s demands

for:

Legislative action – not just guidance – now, not next year or the year after.

Specifically, the European Commission should include hazardous drugs
(hazardous medicinal products or HMPs) in Annex I, and reprotoxins, in the CMD.

This legislative action should be supported by new guidance to ensure that effective
prevention measures are put in place and implemented across Europe.

The Stop Cancer at Work Campaign believes that the European Commission should now

get on with including hazardous drugs, reprotoxins and other improvements to the
Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive (CMD) passed by the Parliament without any

further delay. Legislation to include hazardous drugs is not only supported by the

Parliament but also the majority of the Member States that make up the European Council.

Read the press release here

European Parliament votes to stop cancer at work

ECL’s Youth Competition to celebrate the European Immunization
Week 2021
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The Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL) is pleased to announce the launch

of ECL’s Youth Competition, a Europe-wide youth competition to celebrate European

Immunization Week 2021. 

 

The ECL Youth Competition aims to raise awareness among young people residing about:

the importance of HPV vaccination for cancer prevention.
the importance of promoting the uptake of HPV vaccination.
the WHO Global strategy to accelerate the elimination of cervical cancer as a

public health problem.

Who can participate? 

The competition is opened to anyone under 26 years old residing in the WHO/European

Region. Deadline: 30 April 2021 (23:59 CEST).

Watch again the webinar: Covid-19 Vaccines and Breast Cancer - Ask
the Experts
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To provide support to breast cancer patients, with a special focus on advanced/metastatic

breast cancer patients, the ABC Global Alliance brought together a multidisciplinary
panel of experts who answered questions posed by patients on issues related to COVID-
19 vaccination in cancer patients in a webinar that took place on Wednesday 24th

March 2021. 
 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic increases the burden of distress that breast cancer
patients already experience due to their condition and raise questions that most of the

time remain unanswered. 

 

Protection of cancer patients through vaccination against COVID-19 must be a public
health priority and there is a urgent need for information on the topic.

Recording of the session is available here

What's coming up

Digital Conference: Implementing Optimal Nutritional Cancer
Care
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REGISTER HERE  
 

In February of this year, the European Commission adopted its ambitious €4 billion
Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan covering prevention, early detection, diagnosis &

treatment and quality of life. 

 

The next step will be to explore how to implement the plan effectively at member state

level. To this end, the European Nutrition for Health Alliance (ENHA), through its

Portuguese team and the Portuguese Ministry of Health, will host a live digital

conference on the 15th April 2021. 
 

More information can be found here

Webinar: EU-UK transfers of data: implications for the European
healthcare sector

 
 
 
 
 

REGISTER HERE  
 

The transfer of data is essential for many functions within the European health sector.
The webinar, organised by the European Health Stakeholder Group, will take place on

Thursday 6th May 2021 from 12:00 to 13:00h CEST. 
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The event is an opportunity to ensure that the UK-EU data sharing is secure and

facilitates health research, cross-border movement, and care as well as patient outcomes.

This session will focus on the importance EU-UK data transfers for the European
health care sector, consider the likelihood of the UK being awarded adequacy, and raise

awareness of additional steps health organisations will need to consider if adequacy is

denied.

More information can be found here

ECPC recommends 

The European Medicines Agency (EMA) daily provides useful and trustworthy

information about the COVID-19 and the latest updates. Check all the information

on their website!

Did you know that early detected prostate cancer can be easily cured without

significant side-effects and at a rather low price. ECPC, Europa Uomo and EAU
have created a factsheet and a diagram focused on early detection. Have a look at

it! 

What matters most to lung cancer patients? PREFER project looks at how and

when it is best to perform and include patient preferences in decision making
during the medical product life cycle. Several publications have been issued that

may be of interest to you! 

Patient Preferences in Rare Diseases: A Qualitative Study in Neuromuscular

Disorders to Inform a Quantitative Preference Study

What Matters Most to Lung Cancer Patients? A Qualitative Study in Italy and

Belgium to Investigate Patient Preferences

A free massive open online course (MOOC) “Introducing co-creation and
design methodologies for policy-makers” has been developed. It is time to start

transforming policymaking! Participants will learn the basics on how to collaborate

directly with citizens to build better policies. Watch the trailer and read more about it

here!

All.Can published new infographic: Why does cancer care efficiency matters? How

can it be improved across the entire cancer care continuum? Have a look at this

valuable resource!

Representatives from patient groups, civil society organisations, trade associations,

and policymakers have produced a set of 10 principles and actions to support
advocacy and awareness-raising around the importance of patient
empowerment. 
Nutrition plays an important role in cancer therapy. The European Society for Clinical

Nutrition and Metabolism (ESPEN) launched its guideline on clinical nutrition in
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cancer as an app version for smartphones and tablets. A web-based version is

available at guidelines.espen.org for free.

Members' corner 

Iatronet.gr, Greece’s largest and oldest health portal, organises virtual workshops

to strength Patient Associations' voices. The initiative entitled “Patients Steps”
highlights the role and importance of Patient Associations through a new project

called “Cancer Project ’21”. Find more information here. 

Please, share with us your news and activities so we can include
them in the next newsletter
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