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Polish Cancer Patient Coalition

stands for the rights of 2,5 million cancer patients in Poland 

Polish Cancer Patient Coalition unites over

100 thousand cancer patients associated in 32 patient organizations in 

Poland dedicated to adult & children oncology.



POLISH CANCER PATIENT COALITION
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 The primary objectives of the foundation are:

• comprehensive support and collaboration with patient and cancer organizations

• creating a common health policy

• representating member organizations in dealing with public institutions (Ministry of Health, 

Parliament, National Health Found etc.)

• exchanging experience to enhance cancer patients organizations at national and European level.



IMMUNE-ONCOLOGY
A CHANCE AND A CHALLENGE FOR PATIENTS

EUROPEAN CITIZENS’ COALITION FOR IMMUNE-ONCOLOGY
ECPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2015

IMMUNE-ONCOLOGY THERAPIES:

Often these are last chance therapies.



WHAT ARE IMMUNE-ONCOLOGY?
A CHANCE AND A CHALLENGE FOR PATIENTS
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 Inaccesible or of limited access in many EU countries:

 Novel, targeted treatment with limited side effects, improving QoL and survival rates;

 delays in registration at national levels,

 lack of unified approach to I-O therapies,

 difficult, long-term reimburesement procedures at national levels ,

IMMUNE-ONCOLOGY THERAPIES:

 extremely high costs of I-O treatment prolongates reimbursement procedures,
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AVAILABILITY OF INNOVATIVE I-O THERAPIES
STAKEHOLDERS COOPERATION
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REGULATORS

PATIENTS

PHARMA
INDUSTRY

MEDIA

SCIENTISTS

REGULATORS:

• EMA,

• NATIONAL COMPETENT 
AUTHORITIES,

• NATIONAL HEALTH 
INSURENCE FUNDS,

• HEALTH MINISTRIES,

• EP, EC

PATIENTS:

• Representatives of cancer
patients’ organizations at
national level;

• ECPC

SCIENTISTS:

• ACADEMIA,

• ONCOLOGIC INSTITUTES,

• ESMO

MEDIA:

• INTERNET, SOCIAL MEDIA

• PRESS, RADIO,

• TV



AVAILABILITY OF INNOVATIVE I-O THERAPIES
I-O PROMOTION
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Consistent 
informational

and educational campaign

HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS

PATIENTS

DECISION-
MAKERS

RECIPIENTS:
MAIN AIMS OF THE CAMPAIGN:

 Improvement of I-O therapies unique 

character understanding;

 Highlighting the role and importance of 

clinical trials in I-O;

 An increase of public interest with 

regard to modern targetted therapies

(not only in oncology);

 Building of multidisciplinary

informational, educational and 

communication platform .



AVAILABILITY OF INNOVATIVE I-O THERAPIES
FLEXIBILITY OF ACCESS PROCEDURES
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Legislative 
changes governing 

access to I-O
therapies

EMA, NATIONAL COMPETENT AUTHORITIES: speeding up registration 
procedures for new cancer immune therapy

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE FUNDS: speeding up reimbursement
procedures for new cancer immune therapies

MINISTRIES OF HEALTH: inclusion of I-O therapies in National Cancer Plans



AVAILABILITY OF INNOVATIVE I-O THERAPIES
DEVELOPMENT OF I-O TECHNOLOGIES
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Investment in I-O 
research and 
development

NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC FUNDS: support of innovative, scientific programs in the 
field of immuno-oncology

HORIZON 2020, IMI: increase in multinational scientific programs funding with 
strong participation of patients

EC PROGRAMS, IMI: building of European I-O centres network with special regard
of scrynning programs of biomarkers identyfication



PATIENTS’ ACTIVITY FOR I-O THERAPIES
FIRST STEP: EUROPEAN EXPERT GROUP ON IMMUNO-ONCOLOGY
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 Established in 2014, an independent network 

composed of patients’ organizations, oncologists, 

scientists, MEPs;

 The main aim of the Group is broad access

ensuring to immuno-oncology therapies as the 

newest cancer treatment methods, through

sustaiable cooperation of all stakeholders.



PATIENTS’ ACTIVITY FOR I-O THERAPIES
SECOND STEP: THE STRATEGY OF ACTION
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Basing on best practices and model solution elaborated in Poland for health system change

POLISH CANCER PATIENTS ORGANIZATIONS POSTULATING OF CHANGES IN CANCER CARE 
– PATIENT IN THE CENTRE OF THE SYSTEM AS THE MAIN BENEFICIARY

EXPERT GROUP

SURVEY STUDIES

CONSULTATIONS

PATIENTS’ STRATEGY FOR 
ONCOLOGY

ONCOLOGIC PACKAGE



CITIZENS COALITION FOR ONCOLOGY THE UNION - MEETINGS

Patient Organizations Liders Meeting March 20th 2014
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CITIZENS COALITION FOR ONCOLOGY THE GOVERNMENT

DOCUMENT 
PRESENTED AT 
MINISTRY OF 

HEALTH

GOVERNMENTAL 
STRATEGY 

FOR ONCOLOGY
PRESENTAION 

MARCH 21th 2014
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PATIENT RECOMENDATIONS FOR ONCOLOGIC PACKAGE
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COMPREHENSIVE

ONCOLOGICAL 

CARE

NO LIMITS IN 

ONCOLOGY

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

MEDICAL TEAMS

ONCOLOGICAL PATIENT 

CARD

MAXIMUM TIME TO 

DIAGNOSIS

PATIENT COORDINATOR



CITIZENS COALITION FOR ONCOLOGY THE PARTNERSHIPSTRATEGY FOR IMMUNO-ONCOLOGY

& PARTNERS
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Working together, unifying our

efforts at European level,  

we have a great chance for improved

access to I-O targeted therapies!
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Szymon Chrostowski

President of „Let’s Win Health” Foundation
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