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European mission against cancer: researchers, policy makers, charities and patient 
organizations team up to draft a plan of action 
 

Press Release, 4.8.2020 

 

Summary: Key European stakeholders of the cancer research-prevention-care continuum team up 

to provide recommendations on how to achieve in 2030 a 10-year cancer-specific survival for 

75% of the patients diagnosed in the EU Member states with a well-developed healthcare system. 

(For an executive summary of the article, please contact the institute or authors directly) 

 

The yearly burden of cancer is expected to increase in the 28 EU member states from 3.0 mio 

cases in 2018 to around 4.0 mio new cases in 2040. Over this period, the number of individuals 

that live with a cancer diagnosis and treatment and require regular screening and specialised care, 

including rehabilitation and psychological and socio-economic support, will rise even steeper. 

With cancer emerging as one of the leading chronic diseases, European healthcare systems are 

under increasing pressure and will soon be faced with shortage of specialized personnel and 

resources.  

 

Over the two last decades, the cancer community has explored initiatives that would ensure that 

all cancer patients will have access to the treatment, care and support they deserve. As a result, the 

European Commission has recently launched a Cancer Mission, implementing a comprehensive 

multidisciplinary approach to cancer research to tackle the challenge.  

 

To assist with this endeavour, the European Academy of Cancer Sciences (EACS) has consulted a 

wide range of cancer research, policy, and care specialists and patient organisations to formulate 

consensus advice to the Cancer Mission Board.  

They reached the consensus view that a comprehensive translational cancer research approach 

that is focused on personalized/ precision medicine and that covers the entire cancer research, 

cancer care and prevention continuum has the potential to achieve in 2030 the goal of a 10-year 

cancer-specific survival for 75% of the patients diagnosed with cancer in EU Member states with 

a well-developed healthcare system. The effect of primary prevention on incidence and mortality, 

however, is viewed as a more long-term goal. 

 

The experts emphasize the need for three sustainable cross-border infrastructures that enable close 

collaboration of European scientists active in translational research, clinical and prevention trials, 

and outcomes research. Extensive European networks could provide researchers with access to a 

critical mass of patients, biological materials and technological resources, bridging research and 

healthcare.  

 

Furthermore, they provide specific recommendations to prioritize thirteen research areas and offer 

suggestions as to how to strengthen patients´empowerment, improve specialist education, and 

decrease present inequalities in cancer research within the EU.  
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Bringing together all relevant stakeholders of the cancer research-prevention-care continuum to 

speak with a single voice, provide recommendations on careful planning, and inform policy is a 

pivotal first step towards this ambitious goal. It will require commitment of policy makers and 

harmonization of EU and national priorities to secure the sustainability of the cross-border 

infrastructures and research networks. Only then, it will be possible to bridge the gaps in science, 

society and policy, and effectively sustain cancer prevention, treatment, and care across Europe.  

 

About the European Cancer Patient Coalition 
 

European Cancer Patient Coalition (ECPC) is the voice of cancer patients in Europe. With over 

450 members, ECPC is Europe’s largest umbrella cancer patients’ association, covering all 28 EU 

member states and many other European and non-European countries. ECPC represents patients 

affected by all types of cancers, from the rarest to the most common. 

 

Notes to editors: 

For more information please contact: adela.maghear@ecpc.org or kathi.apostolidis@ecpc.org      

+32 (0) 471 79 63 82 

Follow us on Twitter (@cancereu), Facebook (facebook.com/pg/ECPCfb) and on www.ecpc.org. 
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