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AGENDA 

Value of Innovation in Oncology: 
From CanCon towards the future of cancer care 

Event organised by ECPC and hosted by MEP Elisabetta Gardini (EPP, Italy) in collaboration with MEP Lieve 

Wierinck (ALDE, Belgium). 

European Parliament, 25th April 2017, 12.30 – 14.30, room JAN 6Q1. 

RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES 

ECPC knows that European cancer patients live a paradox today: advances in the understanding of cancer biology 

allowed the development of new treatments and medicines, but these treatments and medicines are not equally 

available to all cancer patients who would benefit from them. Top EU researchers have produced several 

evidence-based recommendations on how to innovate access to innovative cancer care, but these 

recommendations are not implemented at national level. 

The objective of the event is to open a holistic, open debate on access to innovation in cancer care in Europe. 

ECPC’s final objective is to promote the patient’s perspective to re-defining priority areas of action for the 

European Union and its Member States. 

The meeting will also provide the opportunity to present for the first time at the European Parliament the final 

deliverables of the CanCon Joint Action. 

There is not one unique recipe to solve cancer patients’ paradox to access to innovative care. Harmonisation of 

HTA, increase access to innovative medicines, increase in healthcare budgets or disinvestment strategies cannot, 

on their own, provide satisfactory answer to the paradox lived every day by more than 10 million EU patients. 

Europe needs a grand plan to ensure that innovation in cancer is accessible, sustainable and, at the same time, 

beneficial to decrease the unacceptable level of inequalities in cancer care existing today.  

ECPC will present its own vision for the future of cancer care, by showcasing two own initiatives aimed at 

providing guidance and recommendation to increase access to sustainable innovative care in cancer: 

• Immuno-Oncology Portal-IOP which informs patients about the complex and promising immuno-

oncology treatments; 

• The Value of Innovation in Oncology White Paper, which provides key policy recommendations to 

increase access to equitable and sustainable innovation in cancer care today (published at the European 

Cancer Congress in January 2017).  

The event aims at opening a holistic, open debate on access to innovation in cancer care in Europe, with the final 

objective of re-defining priority areas of action for the European Union and its Member States. 
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KEY QUESTIONS 

• What are the obstacles to access of meaningful innovation in cancer care?  

1. Scientific 

▪ Is science providing decision makers with evidence on: 

• The value of new health technologies in cancer? 

• Evidence-based policy solutions to increase access and sustainability? 

▪ Are existing evidence-based recommendations being implemented by policymakers? 

▪ Are evidence-based recommendations adequately conveyed to policy makers? Do we 

need more/better health innovation brokers? 

2. Political 

▪ Is there a lack of interest from politicians to the issue of innovation in oncology? 

▪ Do politicians have enough political capital to implement the reforms needed to 

ensure better access to innovative cancer care? 

3. Regulatory 

▪ Is the current EU regulatory framework too weak to favour real change at the national 

level? 

▪ Do we need more and better policy/soft law solutions? 

4. Economic 

▪ Is innovation too expensive? 

▪ Does Europe lack a value-based culture? 

▪ Is there enough guidance provided to Member States to invest in meaningful 

innovation at national level? Can the EU use the European Semester to provide better 

guidance in relation to financing of healthcare systems? 

• What can the EU do to help Member States overcome these obstacles? Which are the opportunities 

to be caught? 

o What are the tools at our disposal? 

o How each actor contributes to the final goal of increasing access in a sustainable way? 
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PROGRAMME 

• 11.30-12.10: Registration 

• 12.10-12.20: Welcome of delegates in front of room 6Q1 

• 12.30-12.35: Introductory remarks by: 

o Ms Elisabetta Gardini, Member of the European Parliament (EPP, Italy) 

o Prof Francesco De Lorenzo, ECPC President  

• 12.30-12.45: Prof Tit Albreht, CanCon Coordinator 

Evidence-based recommendations for the future of cancer care: the CanCon outcomes 

• 12.45-13.00: Ms Flora Giorgio, Head of Sector on HTA, European Commission DG SANTE 

HTA for innovation: update on EC activities 

• 13.00-13.10: Mr Francesco Florindi, ECPC Head of EU Affairs 

From information to action, from the IOP to Value of Innovation: cancer patients’ plan of action 

• 13.10-13.15: Report on the Immuno-Oncology Portal 

• 13.15-14.00: Panel discussion with key experts, moderated by Prof José María Martín Moreno, 

University of Valencia 

o Ms Lieve Wierinck, Member of the European Parliament (ALDE, Belgium) 

o Mr Wim Goettsch PhD, EUnetHTA JA3 Coordinator 

o Ms Ivana Cattaneo, Novartis, EFPIA Oncology Steering Committee member 

o Prof Yolande Lievens, ESTRO President 

o Ms Flora Giorgio, European Commission DG SANTE 

• 14.00-14.25: Debate with the audience 

• 14.25-14.30: Conclusions and wrap up 

• 14.30-15.30: Light lunch 

Meeting supported by AstraZeneca, Merck, Pfizer. 
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